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APPLICANT: GALLOWAY, Edward L. et al. 

SERIAL NO.: 10/612,499 ART UNIT: 3731 
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TITLE: CONSTANT FORCE ACTUATOR FOR BLEEDING TIME TESTING DEVICE 
Amendment A: CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
Claims 1-20 (canceled). These claims are canceled by the present amendment. 
21. (new) A bleeding time testing system comprising: 
a bleeding time tester comprising: 

a body having a top surface and a bottom surface; 

a cutting blade positioned in said body and movable between a first position 
within said body and a second position extending outwardly of said bottom surface of said body; 
and 

a switch actuator positioned so as to extend outwardly of said body, said 
switch actuator being movable between a pre-actuating position and an actuating position, said 
switch actuator cooperative with said cutting blade so as to move said cutting blade from said first 
position to said second position when said switch actuator is in said actuating position; and 

a tripper affixed onto said body of said bleeding time tester and cooperative with said 
switch actuator, said tripper comprising: 

a housing mounted onto said body; 

a slide frame slidably interconnected to said housing, said slide frame having 
a surface cooperative with said switch actuator of said bleeding time tester, said slide frame movable 
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between a pre-activated position and an activated position, said slide frame extending in parallel 
relation to said bottom surface of said body; and 

an actuator button mounted on said housing and cooperative with said slide 
frame, said actuator button movable between a pre-activating position and an activating position, 
said actuator button causing said slide frame to move in parallel relation to said bottom surface of 
said body to said activated position when said actuator button is moved to said activating position. 

22. (new) The system of Claim 21, said actuator button positioned directed above a 
centerline of said cutting blade when said blade is in said second position. 

23. (new) The system of Claim 21, said bleeding time tester further comprising: 

a safety tab removably positioned against said switch actuator so as to retain said 
switch actuator in said pre-actuating position. 

24. (new) The system of Claim 2 1 , said slide frame having an inverted U-shaped slot formed 
on a side thereof, said actuator button having a pin extending inwardly therefrom in parallel relation 
to said bottom surface of said body, said pin received within said slot when said slide frame is in said 
pre-activated position, said pin movable out of said slot so as to cause said slide frame to move to 
said activated position. 

25. (new) The system of Claim 24, said housing having a slot aligned with said inverted U- 
shaped slot of said slide frame, said pin received in and slidable along said slot of said housing. 

26. (new) The system of Claim 21, said tripper further comprising: 

a spring means interposed between said housing and a surface of said slide frame, said 
spring means for resilient urging said slide frame toward said activated position. 

27. The system of Claim 21, said actuator button being slidable transverse to said bottom 
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surface of said body, said actuator button movable downwardly so as to move to said activating 
position. 

28 . (new) The system of Claim 2 1 , said actuator button having a top surface and a pair of legs 
extending downwardly therefrom, said slide frame extending through and between said pair of legs. 

29. The system of Claim 28, said tripper further comprising: 

a spring interposed between a surface of said housing and in contact with an underside 
of said top surface of said actuator button, said spring resiliently urging said actuator button to said 
pre-activated position. 

30. (new) The system of Claim 28, said slide frame comprising: 

a first side; 

a second side extending in generally parallel relation to said first side; and 
an abutment section affixed to an end of said first and second sides, said abutment 
section having a surface contacting said switch actuator. 

31. (new) The system of Claim 28, said housing having a first channel on one side thereof 
and a second channel on an opposite side thereof, said first side of said slide frame being slidable 
in said first channel, said second side of said slide frame being slidable in said second channel. 

32. (new) The system of Claim 30, each of said first and second sides of said slide frame 
having an inverted U-shaped slot formed therein, each of said pair of legs of said actuator button 
having a pin extending inwardly therefrom, the pin engaging the inverted U-shaped slot when said 
actuator button is in said pre-activated position. 

33. (new) A tripping device for a bleeding time testing device comprising: 

a housing having an interior area suitable for receiving the bleeding time testing 
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device therein; 

a slide frame slidably interconnected said housing, said slide frame being movable 
between a pre-activated and an activated position; and 

an actuator button mounted on said housing and cooperative with said slide frame, 
said actuator button extending transverse to said slide frame, said actuator button movable between 
a pre-activating position and an activating position, said actuator button causing said slide frame to 
move to said activated position when said actuator button is moved to said activating position, said 
slide frame moving transversely to an axis of movement of said actuator button. 

34. (new) The device of Claim 33, said slide frame having an inverted U-shaped slot formed 
thereon, said actuator button having a pin extending inwardly therefrom, said pin received within 
said slot when said slide frame is in said pre-activated position, said pin movable out of said slot 
so as to cause said slide frame to move to said activated position. 

35. (new) The device of Claim 33, further comprising: 

a spring means interposed between said housing and a surface of said slide frame, said 
spring means for resiliently urging said slide frame toward said activated position. 

36. (new) The device of Claim 33, said actuator button having a top surface and a pair of 
legs extending downwardly therefrom, said slide frame extending through and between said pair of 
legs. 

37. The device of Claim 36, further comprising: 

a spring interposed between a surface of said housing and contacting an underside of 
said top surface of said actuator button, said spring resiliently urging said actuator button to said pre- 
activated position. 
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38. (new) The device of Claim 36, said slide frame comprising: 

a first side; 

a second side extending in generally parallel relation to said first side; and 
an abutment section affixed to an end of said first and second sides, said abutment 
section having a surface suitable for contacting a switch actuator of the bleeding time testing device. 

39. (new) The device of Claim 38, each of said first and second sides of said slide frame 
having an inverted U-shaped slot formed therein, each of said pair of legs of said actuator button 
having a pin extending inwardly therefrom, the pin engaging the inverted U-shaped slot when said 
actuator button is in said pre-activated position. 
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